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passions of merely local authorities.1 He insists
upon the advantage which Paul derived from Ms
Eoman citizenship.2 If he closes his narrative with
the arrival of Paul in Rome, it is possibly in order
to avoid the necessity of recounting the atrocities
of Nero. Luke nowhere allows that the Christians
were compromised before the law. If Paul had not
appealed to the Emperor, he " might have been set
at liberty." A legal arriere pensee, in full accord
with the age of Trajan, pre-occupies him: he wishes
to create precedents, to show that there is no ground
for persecuting those whom Eoman tribunals have
so often acquitted.

It must be confessed that there were in other
parts of the Empire fanatics who fully shared the

anger of the Jews, and dreamed of the destruction
^*
of the idolatrous city, which they identified with

Babylon. Such were the authors of Apocalypses
and Sibylline verses. But the faithful of the great
Churches entertained very different sentiments. In
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